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Preamble

WHEREAS the free and democratic society existing in Alberta is founded on principles that acknowledge the supremacy of God and on principles, fostered by tradition, that honour and respect human rights and fundamental freedoms and the dignity and worth of the human person;

AND WHEREAS the Parliament of Canada, being desirous of enshrining certain principles and the human rights and fundamental freedoms derived from them, enacted the Canadian Bill of Rights in order to ensure the protection of those rights and freedoms in Canada in matters coming within its legislative authority; 

AND WHEREAS the Legislature of Alberta, affirming those principles and recognizing the need to ensure the protection of those rights and freedoms in Alberta in matters coming within its legislative authority, desired to enact an Alberta Bill of Rights in 1972;

AND WHEREAS the Legislature of Alberta, having witnessed great need to provide additional protection of Liberty to Albertans and visitors to Alberta, desired to expand definitions of existing rights and freedoms and to affirm additional rights and freedoms within the Alberta Bill of Rights.

WHEREAS the Legislature of Alberta, being desirous of enshrining certain principles and the human rights and fundamental freedoms derived from them, recognizes that Alberta is the inheritor of the great body of constitutional principles established over many centuries by the British common law, including the Magna Carta of 1215 and the 1688 Bill of Rights, that are foundational to Canadian legislatures today in proscribing law making power so as to protect and preserve the Rule of Law and the inalienable rights of every Albertan

THEREFORE HIS MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows:

Recognition and declaration of rights and freedoms

1 It is hereby recognized and declared that in Alberta there exist without discrimination by reason of race, national origin, colour, opinion, disability, medical status or history, religion, sexual orientation, biological sex at birth being only female or male, the following human rights and fundamental freedoms, namely:

Alberta Bill of Rights Foundational Rights and Freedoms Affirmed the 15th Day of November in the year of our Lord 1972, enhanced and expanded

 (a) the right of the individual to life, liberty, autonomy, security of the person, personal inviolability, bodily integrity, and enjoyment, use and disposition of property;
(a.1) the right of the individual not to be deprived of the means of earning a living, caring for their family, or functioning in society; 
(a.2) the right of the individual to privacy, including the inviolability of the home and of personal electronic devices, and the right not to be monitored, tracked, traced or profiled;
(a.2.1) Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the right to be free from the collection and use of personal information, by individuals, corporations and governments, to assess certain characteristics of a natural person, in particular for the purpose of analyzing that person’s work performance, economic situation, health, personal preferences, interests or behaviour. 
(a.3) the right to informed consent to medical, psychological or any other type of care;
(a.4) the right of the individual to choose to receive, or not to receive, medical, psychological or any other type of State or private sanctioned care or treatment;
(a.5) the right of the individual not to be coerced, either directly or indirectly, into submitting to medical, psychological or any other type of State-sanctioned care or treatment, except upon the order of a court of law of competent jurisdiction, on proof of immediate danger of serious injury or loss of life to another; 
(a.6) the right of the individual to the absolute confidentiality of their health information and records, except where 
i) a medical doctor or other health care provider, in the context of providing care to the patient, has a valid medical reason for inquiring about prior medical history, or 
ii) a court of law of competent jurisdiction determines that disclosure is necessary to prevent imminent death or serious injury, or to protect the rights of an accused person;
(b) the right of the individual to equality before the law and equal benefit of the law without discrimination;
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(d.1) academic freedom, which is the right of every member of the higher education community to engage freely and without doctrinal, ideological or moral constraint, such as institutional censorship, in an activity through which that person contributes to carrying out the mission of their institution;
(d.2) professional freedom, which is the right of: 
(d.2.1) every regulated professional to engage without doctrinal, political, ideological or moral constraint, such as institutional censorship, in the exercise of their profession, and in free inquiry and public debate in connection with their profession or in other contexts, and 
(d.2.2) every regulatory body, board, quasi-judicial tribunal, college, professional association or union not to be constrained doctrinally, politically, ideologically or morally, in the carrying out of its duties;
(e) freedom of assembly, recognizing the intrinsic and irreplaceable value of human physical presence, and the freedom of association;
(f) freedom of the press;
(g) the right of parents to make informed decisions respecting the education and care of their children;

Affirmation of Expanded, Enhanced and Clarification of Previously Unwritten Rights, Freedoms and Responsibilities of Persons in Alberta
The Rights, Freedoms and Responsibilities, which are affirmed in this Alberta Bill of Rights are: affirmed for people in Alberta; absolute within their defined limits; expansive beyond these minimum extents; not diminished by their order of listing and, as part of the Constitution of Alberta, have supremacy over all other subordinate legislation.
The minimum extent of each of these Rights, Freedoms and Responsibilities for people in Alberta are defined in the Schedule to the Alberta Bill of Rights:
1. Freedom of Religion, Belief, and Conscience;
1. The Right to Life, Liberty, & the pursuit of happiness;
1. Freedom of Speech, Expression and from private or public censorship in any form;
1. Freedom to Keep and Bear Arms, including ownership and use of firearms;
1. Freedom to Keep and own private property, including land, livestock, and chattels;
1. Freedom from supervision, surveillance, and unreasonable search and seizure;
1. Freedom of Mobility, including to enter, to remain, to move about, to leave, and to return to Alberta;
1. Freedom to Remain Silent under questioning, detention, arrest, or at trial;
1. Freedom to consult legal counsel and to be properly informed of such right;
1. Freedom to demand natural justice and procedural fairness in all criminal and civil matters;
1. Freedom from arbitrary detention, to be presumed innocent in criminal proceedings, to be provided with full Crown disclosure, to be tried within a reasonable time;
1. Freedom to democratically elect and recall legislators by voting through secret paper ballots to be manually hand counted;
1. Freedom to use reasonable force to defend person, family, home, and property from any and all occupation, theft, or destruction;
1. Freedom of parents to make informed decisions concerning the health, education, and welfare of their children;

1. Freedom of informed consent and to make personal health decisions, including to refuse vaccinations;
1. Freedom to peacefully assemble, associate, and to protest;

1. Freedom from excessive taxation, and from taxation without representation;
1. Freedom from discrimination, including upon the basis of diversity, inclusion, or equity;
1. Freedom of access to financial services, to goods and services, and to conduct commerce via bills of exchange; &
1. Freedom to demand independent public inquiry into the conduct of legislators, judges, and other government appointed officials.




[image: ]Fundamental duties and responsibilities

1.1 Every person when exercising their rights and freedoms is bound to do so in accordance with the requirements of good faith.

1.2 No right or freedom under this Bill of Rights may be exercised with the intent of injuring another or in an unreasonable manner, and therefore contrary to the requirements of good faith.
Construction of law
2 (1) Every law of Alberta shall be so construed and applied as not to abrogate, abridge or infringe or to authorize the abrogation, abridgment or infringement of any of the rights or freedoms herein recognized and declared.

(2) The Constitution of Canada, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the Constitution of Alberta and the Alberta Bill of Rights bind the State, and all natural and legal persons subject to the jurisdiction of the Laws of Alberta; they govern those matters that come under the legislative authority of Alberta, including, but not limited to, private law, property rights and civil rights and obligations.
Enforcement

2.1 Anyone whose rights or freedoms, as guaranteed by this Bill of Rights, have been infringed or denied may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction to obtain a just and appropriate remedy, such as a stay, an injunction, a declaration, damages, or punitive damages.

2.2 Any Act of the Legislature of Alberta, or any decision made or action taken under the authority thereof, that directly or indirectly withhold a benefit, or attaches punitive or seriously disadvantageous consequences to the exercise of a right or freedom set out in this Bill of Rights, shall be presumed to unjustifiably infringe said right or freedom; such Act, decision or action shall also be presumed to be irrational, abusive and in bad faith until proven otherwise.  The exclusion of evidence brings administration of justice into disrepute

2.3 Where a Court, finds that evidence was obtained by a tribunal or administrative decision maker in a manner that infringed or denied any rights or freedoms guaranteed by this Bill of Rights, said evidence shall be excluded. 

Supremacy

2.5 This Bill of Rights is integral to the Constitution of Alberta, which is the supreme law of Alberta, and any law that is inconsistent with the provisions of this Bill of Rights is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect.

2.6 A right or freedom set out in this Bill of Rights shall be presumed to be paramount and of superior importance to other objectives put forward by the Government or Legislature of Alberta.  Further, a right or freedom set out in this Bill of Rights has supremacy over all Acts of Parliament and Legislatures within the Province as per the specific distribution of powers to exclusively make laws for Property and Civil Rights for Provinces in Part VI, Section 92(13) of the 1867 Constitution Act (Canada).

2.7 This Bill of Rights guarantees the rights and freedoms set out in it, to ensure a strong and free democratic Alberta.
Saving
3(1) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to abrogate or abridge any human right or fundamental freedom not enumerated herein that may have existed in Alberta at the commencement of this Act. 
(2) In this Act, “law of Alberta” means an Act of the Legislature of Alberta enacted before or after the commencement of this Act, any order, rule or regulation made thereunder, and any law in force in Alberta at the commencement of this Act that is subject to be repealed, abolished or altered by the Legislature of Alberta.
(3) The provisions of this Act shall be construed as extending only to matters coming within the legislative authority of the Legislature of Alberta.
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